Poster Session Tips and Ideals

Conference poster sessions allow for the presentation and collaboration on new ideas and works in your field. There are multiple accessibility pinch points that need to be taken into consideration. 

Presenter considerations

Poster:
· Present your information in multiple formats- both tables/figures and via words.
· Use plain English, not technical jargon found in your papers. 
· Be aware of color combinations and avoid using colors to differentiate information. 
· Blank space is needed and preferred between columns and paragraphs to give people’s brains a chance to process the information they’re taking in. 
· Black text on white background is most preferred for highest contrast. If you choose to use something different, please check your contrasts using this checker.
· From heading to text, use at least 2.0 spacing. From text to other text, use a minimum of 1.2 line spacing. 
· Consider placing a QR code on your poster that links to a screen-reader accessible version of your poster. - a read-only Word document tagged correctly with headers will be easier to utilize for screen-readers- PDF is least preferred. Do not forget to lock your document before uploading.
· Use large san serif fonts. 
· 158 pt font for title is best practice, 72 pt font minimum
· Section title should be 56 pt, 46 pt minimum
· Body text should be 36 pt with a 24 pt minimum. 
· San serif fonts include, but are not limited to:
· Helvetica
· Calibri
· Ariel
· Futura
· Microsoft San Serif
· Verdana
Day of:
· When you have images or figures on your poster, be prepared to fully describe each of those items and what they mean without relying on the person being sighted. (add image descriptions as well- Deaf/ Hard of Hearing/sensory processing)
· If presenting for an online poster conference, do not utilize transitions in your PowerPoint in order to reduce risk of inducing seizures in those who are vulnerable to that. 

Event Planning Considerations
· standard poster size- midpoint at 48”ish
· Pathways of 36” should be a minimum.
· Spacing of posters to allow for space to maneuver, (turning radius), 4 ft spacing? -allows for mobility, sensory, hearing, etc and impacts on- 
· At EPNEC, the posterboards are rented from an outside company. Monitors are at 52” on stands with no way to adjust them to a middle height- it can either be at 36” or 52”. This puts the top of the image at 6 to 7’ tall.
· At EPNEC, assistive listening devices are available. Always plan on using a microphone to speak if they’re available, as they connect to the assistive listening devices. 
· For EPNEC, the teams there prefer more time to assist with needs- for AV, contact Tod Stewart at stewartt@wustl.edu and Christine Jochim for events at jochimc@wustl.edu.
· An option might be to put chairs at monitor side to present and set everything to wheelchair height if multiple individuals will be attending in chairs. 
· Consider offering facilitated hours for poster walkthroughs for those who have access needs.
· Posters should be available and placed on the posterboards before the facilitated walk-through that’s set. 
· Training of facilitators should include an awareness of the space, and of different access needs that are possibly in the group of people involved. 

· Deciding on PP vs PDF for online formats
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